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Western scholars and artists converged on the tropical 

century, attracted by its unique culture and vibrant artis-
tic practices. Fabricating Power with Balinese Textiles, a Bard 

period in Balinese history.

Background
In the 1930s, a group of Western expatriates, includ-

actions, including everyday gestures, dances, and rituals 

ancient sea trade routes that connected India and 

ries to create a unique culture.

Balinese Character: A Photographic 
Analysis

The Exhibition
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ritual practices and encourages visitors to consider the 

Balinese Beliefs and Weaving 

spiritual value that the Balinese place on cloth reinforces 
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Painting, Kala Rau swallowing Dewi Ratih, goddess of the moon. 
Kamasan, Bali, Indonesia. Late 20th century. Cotton, pigment; machine-
woven. Fowler Museum at UCLA, Museum Purchase, X94.24.5

Cagcag (backstrap loom), comprising frame, yoke, shuttle, blade/beater, 
reed, lease bar, string heddle, and loom cloth Ngurah Hendrawan and Ni 
Gede Diari, makers. Nusa Penida, Bali, Indonesia. 2017. Wood, bamboo, 
cotton. Bard Graduate Center Study Collection.



Offerings
Offerings of various types are presented to the gods at 

selves inserted into the ritual context. Containing the 

Life Ceremonies 

ritual calendar, and aid the passage of an individual 
through various life stages. Infancy, youth, and death are 

Fabricating Power with Balinese Textiles 

tion and ritual use in their native context to curation 
and display in the West.

About Bard Graduate Center 
Focus Projects

Wrapper for a baby’s three-month or Nelubulanin ceremony. Bali, Indonesia, 
1936–38. Cotton. Courtesy of the Division of Anthropology, American 
Museum of Natural History, 70.0/8279. Donated by Margaret Mead.Langse (curtain), Semara Is Asked by the Gods to Awaken the Meditating 

Siwa. Probably Kamasan, Bali, Indonesia. Before 1940. Cotton cloth, 
natural pigments, Chinese coins. Collection of David Irons.



scholarly activity.

About Bard Graduate Center 
Gallery

We provide opportunities for faculty and students to 

Gallery Programs

bard.edu.

Exhibition Tours

Support
Fabricating Power with Balinese Textiles is gener-

I.B. Adji Boen and I.B.P. Soentoelamn. Carving, the stage of spinning 
yarn or ngantih. Batuan, Bali, 1938. Wood. Courtesy of the Division 
of Anthropology, American Museum of Natural History, 70.0/8426. 
Donated by Margaret Mead.

Front Page: Gedogan or wangsul (tubular continuous warp cloth). Ida Ayu 
Ngurah Puniari, weaver. Ida Ayu Pidada, dyer. Batuan, Bali, Indonesia. 
2017. Cotton, natural dyes; handwoven plain weave, continuous warp, 
warp uncut. Private collection.
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